
Heritage High School PTO Meeting 
Wednesday, October 18, 2017 

Minutes 

Attendees 

Principal—Stacey Riendeau 
President—Louanna Barrett 
Secretary—Patricia Peppard 
Co-Treasurer (After Prom)—Nicole Hebenstreit 
VIPS/Webmaster (Communications)—Cyndia Zwahlen 
PTO/HAC Committee Liaison—Krista Simonson 
Guests-Joe DeStefano, HHS Teacher, and Dana Levesque, LPS Instructional Technology Specialist 

Approval of Minutes from the Prior PTO Meeting 

The Minutes of the October 18, 2017, PTO Meeting were clarified/corrected by Louanna Barrett and 
as so clarified/corrected were moved for acceptance, and then seconded and approved by the PTO 
Board. 

GUEST PRESENTATION: Good Cyber Habits 

Mr. DeStefano, with support from Ms. Levesque from the District, offered a presentation regarding the 
impact of media in our lives and particularly in the lives of our children growing up in this digital age. 

The focus of the presentation was how to find balance in accessing technology, with all of its many 
benefits, with the challenge of raising children who know themselves and are able to function in a real 
community not just in an online community. Mr. DeStefano presented information discussing the 
issues faced in how best to raise children to learn to connect with themselves, their families and others 
in ways other than via online activities. Dr. DeStefano mentioned an article by Jean Twenge in the 
September 2017 issue of the Atlantic Monthly entitled “Have Smartphones Destroyed a Generation?”  
Mr. DeStefano also showed some portions of a Ted Talk by Sherry Turkle and provided excerpts from 
a chapter on “Friendship” in her 2015 book entitled Reclaiming Conversation, The Power of Talk in a 
Digital Age. Mr. DeStefano also provided the PTO Board with a chapter on “The Sustainable Family, 
Turning Tech into an Ally for Closeness, Creativity, and Community” from the last chapter of 
Catherine Steiner-Adair’s book The Big Disconnect. 

Lastly, in conjunction with Ms. Levesque, we were provided a handout entitled the “District’s Family 
Media Plan for Ages 13-18.” It contained helpful guidelines for mobile devices and time 
recommendations for other screen usage, among other helpful topics. We were also provided with 
another LPS handout entitled “Family Dinner Project Conversation Starters” which included age 
appropriate dinner conversation starters for families (see http://tinyurl.com/lpsfamilymeals). The 
presentation was both helpful and informative.  

Principal Report 
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• Commented on the “Offline October” grassroots organizing by students from various schools and 
confirmed this was not an HHS school event but a student-led organization from various schools in 
the area; however, a main spokesperson for the group was an HHS student. 

• Commented on both the Power Outage and the Lock Down Drill circumstances in October. 
• Updated the Board on details learned from the Lock Down Drill re: the newly installed systems.  
• Updated the Board on the program, Teachers Shadowing Students, and the positive report received 

from the staff. 
• An update on the use of concessions and/or food sales was provided.   

President Report-Louanna Barrett 
• Discussed the upcoming Littleton Stride scheduled for 10/29/17. 
• Nicole provided the After Prom Budget Update (see below); Suzanne was unable to attend and 

provide the PTO Budget update so Nicole provided a short review. Also the financials for 2017 for 
the PTO Budget and the After Prom Budget were discussed and provided to the Board. 

• China Cohn is the new Teacher/Staff Appreciation coordinator. Her first project is the PTO-hosted 
buffet dinner before parent/teacher conferences on October 17  and 18. 

• We still need the V.P., Graduation Reception Coordinator and After Prom Coordinator positions to 
be filled. We also need a new Stride Captain for next year since Louanna is only doing this year. 

PTO/HAC Liaison Report-Krista Simonson 
• PTO/HAC Liaison, Krista Simonson, commented in her Heritage Accountability Committee 

(HAC) update that the HAC students reported confusion over the Power Outage but had very 
positive feedback on the Homecoming activities. Krista also reported, with the Principal’s 
concurrence, about what a great group of students participate in the HAC this year. 

VIPS/Webmaster Report-Cyndia Zwahlen 
• Cyndia reported on Volunteers in Public Schools meeting (occurs every other month); a possible 

new email listing for potential PTO volunteers; and other volunteer outreach activities.  
• A (possible) PTO Google Drive Site will be discussed with Nate Ubowski at HHS in a Meeting set 

for 10/24/17. 

Treasurer Report-Nicole Hebenstreit 
(For both PTO and After Prom)  
• The status of After Prom finances was presented by Nicole. She advised that generally After Prom 

funds had a good rollover from last year and she is just waiting on the PTO funds check from the 
School/District. 
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The next PTO Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 15, 2017, from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
in the HHS Community Room.

!  3


