
Heritage High School PTO Meeting 
Wednesday, April 19, 2017 

Minutes 

Attendees 
Principal—Stacey Riendeau 
President—Kristi Lucas 
Vice-President—Louanna Barrett 
Secretary—Patricia Peppard 
Treasurer—Laurie Kelly 
Co-Treasurer—Suzanne Wilkey 
Co-Treasurer (After Prom)—Nicole Hebenstreit 
VIPS/Webmaster (Communications)—Cyndia Zwahlen 
PTO/HAC Committee Liaison—Krista Simonson  

Principal Report 

• HHS drug/alcohol/tobacco enforcement policies were discussed. This discussion included details 
pertaining to confiscated items taken from inside the school campus and a more detailed discussion 
re: nicotine use and alcohol use. 

• Updated on upcoming MAD Week 
• Updated on upcoming Senior Award Night 
• Athletes “365” conduct policy in the various HHS athletic programs was discussed generally 
• Commented upon mental health issues/concerns and mentioned a “Culture of Rescue” and the 

continuing need to encourage and support ways for students to learn to find techniques to cope with 
difficulties 

• Remarked on After Prom location and general experiences with prior proms and what has seemed 
to work well 

• It was noted Standardized Testing had occurred at HHS on April 11, 12 and 13, 2017. 
• Discussion regarding enrollment numbers for next year and the staffing implications for the 

number of enrollees and that there is a Waiting List for students until 7/1/2017 
• Weekly PLC (Professional Learning Communities) were discussed. An LPS vote will occur at the 

end of the month and it is anticipated the 2017-2018 school year calendar will be changed to reflect 
a weekly one-hour time for teachers to meet in PLC. This one hour time for PLC will most likely 
occur as a late start on Wednesday mornings.  

• Discussion of the LPS decision to do further research on start time changes for the District during 
school year 2017-2018. It was confirmed there will be NO change to start times in LPS in school 
year 2017-2018. 

• HHS will close 5/30/17 at 3:00 pm and will reopen on 8/10/17. The principal/staff will work out of 
Powell during the summer for those dates when school is open. 



President Report 

• PTO donation to HHS families in need was discussed. 
• PTO positions that remain to be filled for the 2017-2018 school year are a Graduation Reception 

Coordinator, Vice President, Stride Captain, and After Prom Chair. 
• General discussion of After Prom, which included the need for volunteers for the actual After Prom 

night as well as the need for donations. After Prom is scheduled to be held at HHS on May 13/14 
from 11:30 p.m. to 3:00 a.m. 

• By-laws and possible changes were briefly discussed.  
• Insights and lessons learned by Kristi Lucas as the HHS PTO President for the past four years were 

shared. Kristi’s notebooks and other information gathered during her tenure will be provided to 
Louanna Barrett, the incoming PTO President, to help facilitate a smooth transition.  

• Staff Appreciation week is coming up and the amount budgeted for the food items was outlined 
• A brief description of HHS copier usage for PTO projects was provided 
• A brief report was provided by the PTO/HAC Liaison, Krista Simonsen. All were reminded that 

each year the January PTO meeting is at 6:00 p.m. This is because it is a joint meeting of the PTO 
and the Heritage Accountability Committee (HAC) 

• Reminder to contact Kathy Smith to confirm dates for the 2017-2018 School Year for PTO 
Meetings. This allows the PTO to coordinate the Meetings with the Principal’s schedule. We were 
reminded PTO Meetings are generally the third Wednesday of each month, except in January. 

• It was stated the “Back to School Night” PTO table is an excellent way to educate HHS families 
about the PTO and to recruit PTO volunteers  

VIPS/Webmaster 

• Volunteers’ activities were discussed. 
• The format of types of communication was discussed.  
• By-laws will be reviewed in more detail next year re: a Communications Committee. 

Treasurer Report  
(For both PTO and After Prom) 

• The status of After Prom was discussed and a detailed financial report was provided including 
commenting on the progress of ticket sales. 

• General fundraising for PTO After Prom by support/donations by neighborhoods and by 
individuals via gift cards in the $10-$25 range was detailed 

• Volunteers are needed for the After Prom set up, which will be on Friday May 12th after school  



• Upcoming After Prom Meeting on 4/26/17 at 7 p.m. held by Betsy Rosenthal 
• Advised that generally After Prom funds had a good rollover from last year and the same type of 

good rollover is anticipated again for next year. 
Approval of Minutes from the Prior PTO Meeting 

The Minutes of the March 22, 2017, PTO Meeting were discussed and the following clarifications were 
made: 1) HHS drug policy references in comments made by the Principal were clarified to make it 
broader to be the HHS “drug/alcohol/tobacco” policies and activities not just “drug” policies and 
activities; 2) Louanna Barrett is the new President of the PTO instead of incorrectly being described as 
the “V.P.” of the PTO; 3) PTO families in need donation reference was added to the President’s 
Report; and 4) the plant/gift authorized for Linda Hancock, the Staff Appreciation Chair, was clarified 
to state it came from the Staff Appreciation Budget.  

As clarified and corrected, the Minutes of the March 22, 2017 Meeting were moved for acceptance, 
and then seconded and approved by the PTO Board. 

An informal gathering of the PTO Board will be held at Panera at Aspen Grove on Wednesday, May 
17, 2017, at 9:00 a.m. to provide a very big “THANK YOU” to Kristi Lucas for her many years of 
excellent service as the President of the PTO. 

The next PTO Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 20, 2017 from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
in the HHS Community Room. 


